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The incident was the first, but not the only one of its kind in the
career of Pherozeshah, Circumstances willed it that something like it
should again take place in the closing years of his life, when he
allowed himself once more to be persuaded into putting forward his
candidature for a position of honour, and was only able to snatch
victory by a single vote. A dispassionate view of the circumstances of
the contest leads one to the conclusion that Pherozeshah would have
done well if he had resisted the importunities of his friends, and
stood aside in favour of a candidate who had come out on the as-
surance that he had not to fight the most powerful among his col-
leagues, whose supremacy none would ordinarily have dared to
dispute.
II
The year witnessed the loss of a public-spirited citizen of brilliant
gifts and great promise. Dr. K. N. Bahadurji passed away in the
prime of life in August 1898, a victim to the fell disease from which
his skill, energy and devotion had rescued hundreds of his fellow-
citizens. The event cast a gloom over the whole city, and came home
to many, particularly members of his own community, as a personal
loss. At a meeting of the Corporation held on 16 August Pheroze-
shah moved a resolution expressive of the sorrow with which the
members had heard the news of the untimely death of a distin-
guished colleague. In language of deep emotion, he recalled the
many services which Dr. Bahadurji had rendered to his profession,
and to the City at large. He spoke of the great example the eminent
doctor had set at a time of panic by starting the Parsi Fever
Hospital, to the working of which he had devoted himself night and
day at the sacrifice of an extensive private practice. He referred to
Dr. Bahadurji's untiring energy in the cause of suffering humanity,
and his zealous, sometimes over-zealous, advocacy of everything
wbicb he believed was for the benefit and welfare of the City. A
brilliant cstfeer, Pherozeshah observed in conclusion, had been sud-
denly and premattirely cut off, a colleague whom they sincerely
k>wd, respected and admired had been cruelly snatched away in the
prime of life. Even his failings * leaned to virtue's side/ and had